THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DOMINIONS      421
The Minister of Defence is aided by a Council of Chapter
Y v t r
Defence and a headquarters staff on the usual basis.    ___'
The Director of Ak Services is also commandant of the
Air Force, and the Chief of the General Staff is Secretary
for Defence and also Executive Chief of the Union
Defence Force. The Union Military Discipline Code is
based on the Army Act; it applies always to the per-
manent force, and also, when on service, to the other
forces, with certain restrictions on punishment when
not on war service. Civil courts have jurisdiction in
respect of offences under it as well as of those matters
which are punishable also by civil law.
The purpose of the scheme is essentially to secure
the Union against the possibility of native unrest on a
serious scale. Therefore, under GeneralHertzog'sregime,
special stress has been laid on the giving of facilities for
training to the rural districts of the Cape and to the
fa/rum-rig population in the Transvaal and Orange Free
State.
(6) The Irish Free State has not yet determined on
the form of army best adapted to its needs. During the
regime of Mr. Cosgrave the essential requisite was to
provide a force sufficient to keep the subversive ele-
ments under republican leadership in a state of quies-
cence. That the army should be effective to combat
foreign attack was soon realised to be an impossibility.
Under the treaty of 1921 its numbers are in theory
limited to the proportion borne by the population of
Ireland to that of the United Kingdom of the British
forces. The rule is ambiguous, as the term Ireland may
be interpreted as including Northern Ireland in the
Free State population for the purpose of computing
the number, but the issue is of no importance. The